
12953 20th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4A 1Z1 

(604) 535-8841 |  office@stmarkbc.org  |  stmarkbc.org 

RE: NEW LIFTING OF PHO RESTRICTIONS 

March 16, 2022 

Dearly beloved in Christ, 

We have received a follow up pastoral letter from Bishop John Stephens yesterday afternoon. 
Please follow this link to his letter here: https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/news/pastoral-
letter-from-the-right-reverend-john-stephens-regarding-march-10ths-phos-orders. 
It is true that restrictions are being lifted, but it is strongly encouraged to adapt the relaxing of 
these restriction to our own local need and comfort.  After consulting with the wardens at the 
Clergy and Wardens meeting last night, it is decided due to some practical and pastoral insight 
that we would stagger in these new lifting of restrictions.   

Here is the following plan that we will go ahead with starting this Sunday March 20, 2022. 

1. We will continue to check for vaccine passport at the door until April 8.  The rationale for 
this is that most people will attend coffee after church service.  It is far easier to check your 
passport when you come into the church if you plan on attending coffee time when you 
come for church service.  If you didn’t bring your passport, you may attend the worship 
service, but you can’t go to coffee afterwards.  To reiterate this restriction will be lifted 
April 8. 

2. Masks are no longer mandatory.  Some people may continue to choose to wear masks.  
Please feel free to do what makes you comfortable. 
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3. Some people may want to be distanced, so please be courteous to each other and respect 
each other’s space as best as possible.  I will do my part by saying goodbyes post service 
outside. 

4. We continue to provide many opportunities to worship while serving the needs of everyone 
and we continue to offer the following services: Monday at 8am morning prayer; 
Wednesday Midweek Eucharist at 10am; 8 am Holy Eucharist on Sundays; 10 am Holy 
Eucharist on Sundays; and livestreaming on YouTube our 10am Sunday service. 

I ask that we continue to be mindful and care for each other as each person will have to move at 
their own comfort level and sake of conscious as we lift measures.  

Here are the dates in which we will reintroduce previously restricted aspects of the 
liturgy. 

April 3 - We will reintroduce the passing of the offertory plate and the bringing up of the gifts 
during the offertory.  

April 8 - Vaccine passports are no longer required for any event in the church. 

April 17 - We will reintroduce sharing the sign of Christ’s peace.  A pastoral note: a sharing 
of Christ peace isn’t meant to be a social event.  It is meant to be a brief theological act so as 
not to disrupt the flow of the liturgy, therefore, please keep it simple-to handshakes-and 
please be mindful of those who want to exchange peace with a head nod or bow. 

May 1 - We will reintroduce communion in both forms of the body of Christ and Blood of 
Christ.  At this time, we will reintroduce using communion rails. Please note that tinction 
(dipping the body of Christ in the blood of Christ) is not a practice of this diocese and is 
discouraged. 

Thank you for your great work over this pandemic.  Many people have helped each other out to 
make our world safer and each other safer.  I have heard numerous stories of Christian witness, 
support, love, and care for each other.  We are moving toward more encouraging times, and 
some will be enthusiastic, while others will remain cautious.  Both are perfectly okay.  Let us 
continue to hold unswervingly to our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and be gentle with each 
other as we enter a new period of our faith life together. 



Pax et Bonum! 

The Rev. Billy Isenor, OSF+
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