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SOME IDEAS WE HOPE TO EXPLORE 
 

What is contemplative spirituality? 
 

How do we see contemplative 
spirituality expressed? 

 
Prayer as the central path to knowing 

and loving God 
 

Voices that invite those of us “outside 
of the monastery” 

 

 

“A Fresh Walk on 
Ancient Paths” 

 
Contemplative Prayer 

A Lenten Series 
 

 
A six-week series from 

March 7 to April 11, 2019 
 

at St Mark Ocean Park 
  

Thursday evenings  
from 7 pm to 9 pm 

 



WEEK ONE: March 7 - 7:00 pm 
 

Rev. Scott Tolhurst 
“The Cloud of Unknowing” 

The Two Ways of Knowing God 
              

A review of this spiritual classic, by an 
anonymous 14th century English Priest. The 
author invites us to approach God with head 

and heart - to pierce the cloud of God’s 
mystery “with a dart of love.” 

 
 

WEEK TWO:  March 14 - 7:00 pm 
 

Rev. Craig Tanksley 
Pentecostal Influence on 

Contemplative Prayer 
 

The work of the Holy Spirit in our Lives 
 

 
WEEK THREE: March 21 - 7:00 pm 

 
Dr. Mark Davies 

Current Contemplatives 
20th century 

Thomas Merton 
 

“True contemplation is not a psychological 
trick but a theological grace. It can come to 
us only as a gift, and not as a result of our 

own clever use of spiritual techniques.” 
 
 
 
 

WEEK FOUR: March 28 - 7:00 pm 
 

Rev. Scott Tolhurst 
“The Interior Castle” 

Teresa of Avila 
 

Teresa of Avila’s writings on prayer.  She 
employs the image of a castle, to invite us to 

the interior depths of our own soul - the 
dwelling place of God. 

 
 
 

WEEK FIVE:  April 4 - 7:00 pm 
 

Rev. Craig Tanksley 
Contemplative Nature of  

Liturgical Worship 
 

Personal journey in faith and prayer 
 
 

WEEK SIX: April 11 - 7:00 pm 
 

Dr. Mark Davies 
“The Practice of the 
Presence of God” 
Brother Lawrence 

 
“There is not in the world a kind of life more 
sweet and delightful, than that of a continual 

conversation with God; only those who 
practice and experience it can comprehend it 

 
 
 
 

  REGISTRATION 
 
   Please register! It helps us with planning! 
 
   Please return the completed form, by: 
 
   • Putting it in the collection plate; 
   • Handing it to a leader or clergy; 
   • Dropping it off at the church office; 
   • Leaving it at the signup table; or, 
   • Emailing your registration to: 
 
    office@stmarkbc.org 
 
   Name ___________________________ 
 
   Phone __________________________ 
 
   Email ___________________________ 
 
    You have my permission to email me 
   for the purposes of this group only. 
 
    You have my permission to share my 
   email address with other participants. 
 
   Further choices: 
 
    I would be interested in getting a ride 
   to and from the group sessions.  We will 
   do our best to organize rides, and will 
   contact you. 
 
    I have further questions or comments. 
   Please contact me. 


